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Rev. Christ Taylor – 03.15.2020 

Misunderstanding 
 
 Good morning.  This is the first in what we anticipate will be a series of 

streamed messages on Sunday mornings.  This came sooner than I expected.  We 

were thinking we still had another week or two before we would need to shut down 

the church, but things have been happening very quickly.  So bear with us in this first 

effort.  I suspect it will look and feel a bit rough – more like a fireside chat than the 

service of worship we hope to stream on future Sundays. 

Some housekeeping items before we move into worship this morning.  The 

church will be and remain closed for the foreseeable future.  Right now the Fox 

Chapel School District is planning to re-open on April 13, so that is what we are 

targeting.  But one thing we have all come to realize is just how tentative any plans 

we make are going to be.  So please just continue to check our website www.fcpc.us  

and periodically check your e-mail.  We are sending a letter out on Monday 

morning by both e-mail and first class postal mail, and that will have some more 

information for you.   

As of right now, then, all programs, activities, board and committee meetings 

of the church are suspended until we reopen: that includes our preschool, the 

Sponsorship Concert and programs such as MOPS and Girl Scouts.  The one 

exception is going to be AA and Al-Anon.  I’m not sure what they are planning, but 

they will continue to have access to our building on Thursday nights. 

One thing I do want to share is that while our church is shutting down 

nevertheless pretty much all our bills are going to remain the same.  So while you 

won’t be able to present your offering as part of this streamed service each week, 

we do hope that you will continue to worship the Lord and support the church 

through your tithes and gifts.  You can give on-line through our web-site, or, as 

always, you can make your donation through the mail.   

Yesterday at our special session meeting we were talking about the great flu 

pandemic of 1918 and the extraordinary sense of disconnection and isolation that 

much of the population experienced during that time.  We have two things that 

people didn’t have one hundred years ago; we have phones in every home and 
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access to the internet.  We are, in other words, connected through this vast network 

of cyberspace, and we want to use that network to help us stay connected in the 

coming weeks.   

We have this amazing community at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church, and 

while we might be physically separated from each other, we are still bound 

together in the invisible bonds of God’s own Spirit, lines of connection that move 

through this entire community and beyond, criss-crossing and intersecting each other, 

spreading out in every direction, joining us to God and to each other.   

While the church might be closed in the coming weeks, ministry is not.  In the 

letter you will be receiving you’ll find the cell phone numbers of each of your 

pastors.  If you are feeling isolated, alone or afraid, or if some crisis develops, I 

hope that you will reach out to us.  We want to support you any way we can.   

 

At the same time, honoring these bonds that join us together, I’m going to be 

sharing a brief devotional each weekday morning.  It will be showing up in your e-

mail, Monday through Friday, and my hope is that they will help us all stay 

centered on that one sure foundation which is Christ the Lord, and serve as a 

constant reminder that no matter what our circumstances we are not alone: the Lord 

is with us always, and we are all a part of this beautiful family of faith which is our 

church. 

******* 

We aren’t the first to be surprised by the twists and turns this world can take.  

Most of the time we experience it at a more local level: the destruction of Pompeii 

when Vesuvius erupted; or the devastating earthquake that ripped through 

Anchorage back in 1964.  But over the course of humanity’s brief occupancy of this 

world, we’ve certainly seen it on a far broader scale, as well: the plagues that 

ripped through Europe during the Middle Ages; two world wars along with the 

Great Depression, the influenza outbreak and HIV crisis of the last century alone. 

 We know our history.  We know these things happen, but still, when it 

happens to us and in our own lifetime it takes us by surprise.  In sixty five years I 

can’t think of anything that quite matches what we are going through now.  It never 

occurred to me that with the advances we’ve seen in communication and treatments 
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that one day a pandemic would lead us to shut down the church.  And the surreal 

part is that the numbers we’ve seen so far with this Coronavirus don’t begin to 

compare with the kind of numbers we see year after year in a typical flu season. 

 The CDC reports that in the 2018-19 flu season, some 35 million came down 

with the flu.  We had 34,000 deaths in this country as a result.  Right now we are 

looking at 2500 who have contracted the Coronavirus to date, and 50 deaths.  

What a contrast: 35 million versus 2500; 34,000 deaths versus 50.  

 So what’s going on?  I can understand why some people wonder what all the 

fuss is about.  But when you look at how contagious this Coronavirus appears to be 

and a mortality rate that looks like it might be ten times greater than the flu, well 

then it all begins to make some sense.  And on top of it is the awareness that there 

is still so much that we don’t know.  This is a virus we need to take very seriously. 

 The stock market has certainly taken a hit; a reflection of the multiple 

economic levels this virus is impacting us along with just how interdependent our 

global economy has become.  Add in schools being closed, the NCAA canceling 

March madness; basketball and hockey suspending their seasons, items 

disappearing on store shelves, talk of medical resources being overwhelmed – put 

all these things together and it begins to feel cataclysmic.  It is scary.  You wonder, 

“Where is all this going?” 

 But there are concrete steps that we can take in the midst of it all.  We don’t 

have to panic.  We can stop shaking hands, stop exchanging hugs for a while.  We 

can wash our hands, and make a conscious effort to not touch our face; specifically 

our eyes, our mouth, our nose.  We can limit our contact with people, and not gather 

in groups, and when we are around others to make the effort to keep a couple of 

arm-lengths away – what people are calling social distance.  Just simple things like 

this can make a difference.  Most of all, in the face of what might feel so 

overwhelming, we can make the choice to persevere. 

 As many of you know, Bonnie and I used to have little tea-cup Chihuahua.   

Lulu was tiny.  At her heaviest she weighed about three pounds, or about five times 

less than our medium sized cat.  And as you would expect with such a tiny dog, she 

didn’t eat much – I’d scoop out just a few kibbles for breakfast and dinner. 

Now we would buy her food in these massive 50 pound bags, and every 

morning and every evening I’d take my little scoop and it would feel absolutely 
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insignificant compared to the size of that bag; less than a dent, maybe a tiny 

pockmark at most.  But sure enough, over time, that bag would get smaller and 

smaller until finally one day, it was all gone and time to buy a new one.  It was 

amazing to me: how that tiny little amount, seemingly so insignificant, could 

ultimately whittle down this enormous bag over time. 

That’s the power of perseverance.  Just by remaining steadfast, just by 

hanging in there day after day, even the smallest gesture can make all the 

difference over time.   

We are on the near side of this Coronavirus.  We don’t know how it is all 

going to play out.  Right now it can feel very big to us, frightening and 

overwhelming.  But hang in there and we are going to get through it.  Hang it there, 

and we are going to make it to the other side.  Do the little things, do the common 

sense things, do what we need to do today and tomorrow and in the days to come 

and ultimately we are going to get through this thing together. 

“Together” – that’s the word I want you to hear this morning.  You are not 

alone.  You are part of a wonderful church family, and there are all kinds of 

people around you – Elders, Deacons, Stephen Ministers, the staff of this church and 

other members of this family – who are ready to help if you need a hand.  And 

most of all, we have this wonderful God who is with us every step of the way.      

 The God we meet here in the pages of Scripture, the God revealed to us in 

the person of Jesus, is a God who stands with us and for us no matter what we face; 

a God whose love for us is sure and steadfast and unfailing 

 “Who can separate us from the love of God?” the Apostle asks.  “Will 

hardship, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or sword?”  and his answer, 

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For 

I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 More than conquerors.  That’s the good news of the Gospel.  With God by 

our side who can stand against us?  With God by our side, what obstacle, what 

challenge, is going to prove insurmountable?  We are more than conquerors through 

Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
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 This is a frightening time, but God has not left us to face this time alone.  No, 

in Jesus God has given us everything we need to make it through the days ahead.  

God has given us the gift of each other – this great community of faith which is our 

church.  And even more, God has given us the gift of God’s very self: a presence 

and a power here with us that is going to make all the difference no matter what 

might come our way. 

 So turn to God in this season, lean into his presence, his power, and his sure 

and steadfast love, and as you do, may the peace of God which passes all 

understanding keep your hearts and minds in him.  

 


