
  

 
Rev. Chris Taylor – 01.05.2020 

“The Mystery Revealed” 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

As you know, science has been able to trace the varied stages of creation all the way 

back to within a fraction of a second of the very beginning.  The evidence that it all began in 

one explosive moment, and that even now the universe continues to expand is strong.  So 

scientists are able to say with some accuracy that here is what happened, here are the patterns 

and stages that have brought us to where we are today.  But for all that knowledge there is still 

that tiny fraction of a second at the very beginning that science can’t explain.  There is still that 

initial moment that remains a mystery.  And it is right there in that inexplicable moment, I would 

suggest, that we see most clearly the hand of God. 

Today we know a great deal.  The pace of our scientific advances has been staggering.  

But as any physicist will tell you, there is still so much that we don’t know.  In the field of quantum 

theory, for example, there is compelling evidence that when subatomic particles are separated 

the two parts remain connected in some way that defies explanation – defies everything we 

know about the way this universe operates.  Spin one, and the other will instantly spin in the 

opposite direction – not moments later, but instantly, at the exact same time.  And it doesn’t 

matter whether they are separated by inches or by miles or even by an entire universe; the 

connection remains.   

It is called non-locality, and it contradicts one of the fundamental laws of physics which 

holds that elements have to be in immediate proximity in order to influence each other.  So I find 

myself wondering: if everything was a single whole at the very beginning and then exploded 

into the infinite variations we know today, is it possible that there is some level at which those 

variations remain connected in the same way that subatomic particles are regardless of the 

physical distance between them?   

Maybe it is those connections that make our relationships so profoundly important to our 

physical and spiritual well-being.  Maybe it is those connections that explain why there is this 

part of us that longs for the transcendent, and (to paraphrase St. Augustine) can find no rest until 

it finds its rest in God. 

 Here in our text the Apostle speaks of the mystery that has now been revealed to us: 

God’s plan from the very beginning to bring all things together – everything in heaven and 

everything on earth – in Jesus Christ.  The word he uses – “musterion” in the original Greek – is 

used five more times in Ephesians, and four in his epistle to the Colossians.  The very frequency 

suggests that these aren’t idle musings for Paul, but something he believe stands at the very 



heart of the Gospel.  God’s plan is to bring everything together in the person of Jesus.  United.  

Made one.  Restored to a right relationship once more. 

 So what does that actually mean for us?  In his gospel, John tells us that Jesus, the Word, is 

light.  Light, of course, brings understanding.  It reveals what is true.  Now light in its natural form 

is invisible (think about the light from the sun).  It’s pure and without color.  We don’t actually see 

the light, what we see is what the light illumines. 

But take that same light and run it through a prism and we break it down into its 

constituent elements: it becomes a rainbow that’s visible to our eyes with all its distinctive colors 

and variations.  In much the same way, as Jesus comes into our lives, the light of his presence 

becomes visible in a color and form that is unique to each one of us.  The same light, the same 

source, but broken down into its varied forms. 

The church at its best is the community where all those different colors are brought 

together.  Not extinguished.  Not washed out in bland similarity.  But each color in all its glory: 

all the diverse views and gifts and representations that make us who we are gently flowing 

together – a living expression of the salvation that has come to us in Jesus Christ. 

 …subatomic particles recognizing that we are forever bound to one another at the 

deepest levels of our existence. 

******* 

 Seventy five years ago Martin Niemoeller was preparing to conduct a Christmas service in 

his cell at the notorious concentration camp, Dachau.  In the first world war, he had been a 

decorated U-boat commander.  He had gone on to become a pastor and then part of the 

resistance in Germany.  It was because of that, that he was eventually imprisoned.  There were 

fifteen special prisoners in his unit, and they had received permission that year to hold two 

worship services – one for Catholics, and one for the remaining seven.  Of those seven, 

Niemoeller was the only pastor.  He was also the only German. 

Of the rest, one was an English colonel, another a Dutch minister of war, there were two 

ship owners from Norway, a Serbian diplomat and a Macedonian journalist.  Not surprisingly, as 

he thought about the service Niemoeller found himself wondering how he, a German, could 

proclaim a Christmas message to these six other men who were from nations filled with what he 

called “a glowing hatred of anything German”.  He wrote: 

Turning this over in my mind, I sat in my cell on December 24, and did not know what I 

should do and how I should begin.  Then there was a knock and in came the Dutch minister 

of war, accompanied by his S.S. guard, and said, “It will sound strange to you.  I have 

come to speak to you in the name of tonight’s congregation.  We six have a big request 

for you.  We would like to take Holy Communion with you after the sermon.”  And there 

on Christmas, 1944, in the midst of war we celebrated Holy Communion together, 



Englishman, Norwegian, Dutchman, Serb, Bulgarian and one German. “Peace on earth to 

men of good will,” to men, who through Jesus Christ the Savior of sinners, have been given 

the Peace with God.i 

 Different colors coming together in all their distinctiveness to form a glorious whole.   Our 

text this morning is clear: God has a special purpose for your life.  You were predestined – 

chosen by God before you were created; destined for adoption, redeemed, forgiven, that you 

might become part of his plan for all creation.  Here is our true identity – the unique form and 

color that sets us apart.  But it is in coming together that we fulfill that purpose.  It is in Jesus 

Christ and in the company of all the saints, that we become part of that great panoply of color 

that brings light and beauty and love to all the world – subatomic particles finding their way 

home, at last.     

                                                 
i
 For All the Saints: A Prayer Book for and by the Church, Frederick Schumacher and Dorothy Zelenko, editors, (The American 

Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 2006), Vol. III, p.169 


