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Old Testament Reading -- Isaiah 43:1-7 
43  1 But now thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
    and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the 
earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 

 
New Testament Reading -- Luke 3:15-22 

3 15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 19 But 
Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up 
John in prison. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” 
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Every summer when I was a kid, my family went to the Outer Banks of North Carolina for a 
week’s vacation. We would arrive on a Saturday afternoon -- and I remember scrambling 
to get unloaded, quickly putting my suit on, and anxiously waiting for everyone to get 
ready so we could walk the 2 blocks down to the beach.  
 
And when we got to the beach, my sisters and I would run toward the ocean. Every year I 
was the first one in. It didn’t matter if the waves were rough or if the water was cold. My 
sisters would take their time. Dip their toes in. Slowly adjust to the temperature. But me? I 
dove right in.  
 
I’ve always loved the water -- whether swimming in a pool, rafting a river, boating on a 
lake, or jumping waves in the ocean. And as I revisit my faith story and remember my 
baptism, I think this truly is symbolic. It’s something I need to remember. Because when I 
think of my relationship with Christ, I think “yep, since I was little, when it came to faith, I 
jumped right in.” 
 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. Before he set out with his disciples for 
ministry in Galilee, and before he was tempted by Satan in the desert, Jesus Christ came to 
the Jordan river. And it was there that he was baptized. We also know from what we read-- 
that day, a remarkable thing happened. Heaven opened, the Holy Spirit descended in the 
form of a dove, and God spoke directly to Jesus.  
 
John the Baptist had been out in the wilderness doing what he was called and sent to do: 
He was preparing the way. And John was doing something radical. Why was it radical? 
Because John’s message was about  a new baptism of  repentance.  
 
You see, in John’s day, Jewish people practiced the rite of baptism. It was not a foreign 
concept. It was an outgrowth of ceremonial washings….but only for Gentiles who wanted 
to become Jews. So before John the Baptist, the only way for a human being to know and 
understand God was to be born a Jew. Either that, or they had to become a Jew through 
conversion, and the final step of conversion was a baptism.  Converts had to renounce 
their previous life, which was a life of sin according to the laws of Moses. And when they 
came up out of the water they were clean. They were new. They had a new identity. 
 
 
So here’s how John the Baptist was making waves---he was basically saying those other 
immersions  and ceremonies were not effective because they were not preceded by 
repentance. Anyone could be dipped in the water! But his baptism was about the soul, the 
soul that was made clean the moment one said “Forgive me, Lord.”  “I want to change, 
Lord.” “I turn to you, Lord.”  
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Not only that, BOTH Jew AND Gentile could participate. They were now on the same 
playing field. From the most elite &  all-knowing Jewish Pharisees to pagan prostitues 
from Tyre and Sidon -- John said all should repent and be made clean in order to be ready 
for this long-expected Savior. 
 
What the author Luke tells us is that people started to come and be baptized. They came 
with expectation and hope. They also came with questions. They asked if John was the 
Messiah. But we know he denied it. Not only that, there was no doubt who Jesus was as 
Heaven opened that day.  
 
Luke points out for us that heaven opened once everyone - including Jesus - had been 
baptized. Can’t you just picture a large group of people celebrating and enjoying 
fellowship on the banks of the river? It was at that moment, while Jesus was praying, that 
the Holy Spirit appeared to share in the joy of everyone’s repentance, and to make its 
presence known.  
 
Baptism is a communal event, after all.  
 
Here in the church we practice communion and it’s always joyous...Because we get to see 
cute babies, right? Well, yes we enjoy that, but we have also baptize teenagers and adults. 
In baptism, an individual or their parents repent of sin and promise to live as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ, their Lord and Savior. But what also happens is we make a vow as a church to 
support the parents, to help the person grow in their faith, to know what it means to be in 
a community of support, acceptance, and love. We do this for the universal church -- so the 
United Methodist church up in Chippewa that made the vow to my parents, and then to me 
at my confirmation -- they promised it on behalf of the church with a capital C. That is why 
we don’t do private ceremonies. Because baptism is about the community. 
 
But so is repentance.  Repentance is a preparation of the heart, and a change in attitude. 
We repent individually so that we can live communally. When repentance happens, the 
Spirit prepares the way of the Lord  for us! When repentance happens, we recognize our 1

sin -- sin that gets in the way of our relationship with God and one another. 
 
So this baptism, one of repentance, really was, and is, about community. It’s about the 
community of faith and it’s about our relationship with the Trinitarian God we know and 
love -- the Son and the Father and the Holy Spirit - who opened heaven, together.  
 
This sacrament -- baptism -- means you are claimed as God’s beloved child. Baptism 
proclaims that you are washed clean of your sins - once and for all. This sacrament blesses 
you, anoints you, and refreshes you to go, to grow, to love, to serve.  
 
To remember you aren’t to do it alone.  

1 https://spokanefriends.com/2017/01/10/lukes-take-on-jesus-baptism/ 
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I’ll confess, that’s hard for me. That’s hard for many of us -- but believing we can carry 
something alone - whether it be a heavy box or a heavy burden -- is not how we were 
created. Things like independence, pride, or shame suck us back into ourselves and away 
from the ones who love us. That is what Satan wants. But what God wants is the church - 
the body of Christ to come alongside one another. God wants to come alongside you. This 
year anytime someone asks to open a door, carry my purse, give me a ride...I will say yes.  
 
And another thing is the church can’t do things alone. Proved that yesterday at RAH! As a 
young adult, when joining the church in SC I dove in….that’s me and my personality and 
my faith. It’s not easy for everyone. But I encourage you to talk to elders, deacons, other 
members, your pastors -- come to us and say let me help. We’ll find you a job that fits your 
gifts and talents. 
 
So dive right in. Don’t just dip in a toe or get in up to your waist. But wait a minute...that’s 
not right. I thought - how much more fun would it have been for me to go into the water 
alongside my sisters! To be waiting with them, to be the one saying you’ve got this the 
water’s fine. Brothers and sisters, let’s do this thing called life and faith TOGETHER. 
Whether life right now is serene like a lake or raging like a white water river. God has 
blessed you for more. And look around….there’s a community right here who has 
promised to walk alongside you, pray for you, and help you remember you are not alone. 
To help you remember the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  
For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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